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BACKGROUND 
 
Forests are essential to life on Earth. They provide a broad range of goods and forest ecosystem 
services such as watershed services, clean air, carbon storage, habitats for all living organisms, scenic 
landscapes and many others. Forests also provide a wide range of necessities for our livelihood, 
among others, timber products, food for our sustenance and essential medicines. In relation to this, 
about 60% of the world’s forests – approximately 2.4 billion hectares – are primarily and partially 
used for the production of wood and non-wood products and this consumption and production of 
forest products have continued to increase with the demand from population growth as well as with 
the advancement in the technology and machinery used particularly in the timber industry.  
Over the decades, forest overexploitation and infrastructure development are driving rapid 
deforestation and forest degradation across the ASEAN region, and the problem is further 
exacerbated by climate change and extreme weather events. These challenges have put pressure on 
the timber resources and disrupt timber industries overall. Brunei Darussalam is no exception. 
Interests and expectations of different stakeholders demanding different goods and services from the 
forest ecosystem have created conflicts among the stakeholders hence put challenges in the forest 
management and use. This calls for concerted actions by the governments through policy 
intervention and cooperation of all relevant stakeholders to ensure that the forests are conserved, 
sustainably managed and provide just and equal environment, social and economic benefits for all 
beneficiaries to meet the needs of current and future generations.  

Therefore, to discuss further on the fundamental ways in which forests can contribute to a 
sustainable timber industries, and their role as key enablers in a transition towards more sustainable 
consumption and production, The Forestry Department, Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism 
in conjunction with the International Day of Forests 2022 will host a webinar with the theme “Forests 
and Sustainable Production and Consumption”.  
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OBJECTIVES 

The main objective of this Webinar is to bring together governments, private sectors and leading 
practitioners from non-government organizations to build a shared narrative and goals for all forests 
to a better future based on sustainable production and consumption of forests.  

Other objectives of the webinar are as follows:  

• To share knowledge and information on sustainable timber industries and green economies;  
• To learn and disseminate tools and experience on current work and programmes related to 

timber industries;  
• To jointly identify and discuss related issues, challenges and potential solutions including 

forest certification for sustainable timber resources; and  
• To explore potential areas of collaborations, joint programmes and way forward.  
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WELCOMING REMARKS  
 
NORALINDA HAJI IBRAHIM 
Director of Forestry, Forestry Department, Ministry of Primary 
Resources and Tourism 
 
Bismillah Hir Rahmanir Rahim, 
 
Distinguished Keynote Speaker, Speakers, Participants, Ladies and 
Gentlemen 
 
Assalamu’alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh, Ramadan Al-Mubarak and a very Good Morning to 
all of you. 
 
1. It is our pleasure to welcome you all in this virtual webinar in conjunction with the celebration 

of the International Day of Forests 2022. 
 

2. We are honored to welcome our Key Speaker, Yang Mulia Dayang Hajah Tutiaty Binti Haji Abdul 
Wahab, the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism, Brunei 
Darussalam.  Thank you so much for gracing this webinar. 
 

3. We are also privileged to welcome our resource speakers, from the Control Union Certification 
Body, the Malaysian Timber Industry Board, the Forest Research Institute of Malaysia, and of 
course our local speakers from the Forestry Department, Syarikat Pembalakan Masrimba, and 
TS Wood Sdn Bhd.  We thank you for your support to this webinar. 
 

4. And to all the participants, both our local and regional guests, this webinar is for all of you.  
Thank you for your interests and support in participating in this webinar.  We hope that this 
event would further our understanding with the sustainable management of our precious forest 
resources. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
5. The International Day of Forests is celebrated every 21st of March.  It was proclaimed by the 

United Nations General Assembly in 2012.  Basically, the International Day of Forests intends to 
raise awareness of the importance of all types of forests.  Countries are encouraged to 
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undertake local, national, and international efforts to organize activities on forests and trees, 
such as this webinar. 
 

6. Every year, the Collaborative Partnership on Forests – composed of several inter-agency 
partnerships of 15 international forests organizations and institutions, decides on the annual 
IDF theme.  And for 2022, our International Day of Forests and this webinar’s theme, is “Forests 
and Sustainable Production and Consumption”. 
 

7. The theme highlighted sustainable forest management and the use of forest resources as this 
plays a crucial role in our economic growth and thereby alleviates poverty and support the 
achievement of our Sustainable development Goals.  Likewise, the theme also emphasizes 
sustainable consumption of forest resources to ensure the needs of the future generations. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
8. This webinar supports the objectives of the International Day of Forests as we gather various 

stakeholders who value our forests and forest resources. 
 

9. Specifically, this webinar intends to share information and knowledge on sustainable forest 
management and the development of green economies.  We will be delighted to learn 
sustainable and efficient timber processing practices that would lead us forest product 
certifications. 
 

10. The webinar would also identify potential areas and opportunities for further collaborations 
and partnerships on sustainable forest management and timber industry processes. 
 

11. And in general, we would like to learn and appreciate the best practices based on actual 
learnings and experiences of our resource speakers and participants.         

 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
12. As part of welcoming you, I also encourage everyone to take advantage of this webinar to 

collaborate and learn from each other.  Our speakers are experts on their assigned subject 
matters and I am sure that their presentations would be interesting and would promote our 
understanding in sustainable forest management.  
 

13. As I conclude my welcoming remarks, I would like to express again my sincere appreciation to 
all our guests, coordinators, and the committee members who made this webinar a reality.  Let 
us all have a fruitful webinar. 
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
 
TUTIATY WAHAB 
Permanent Secretary at Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism 

Bismillah Hir Rahman Nir Rahim. 
 

Distinguished Guests, Speakers, Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen.  

Assalamualaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh 

 
Salam Sejahtera and a very good morning to all of you.  

1. On behalf of the Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism, I am pleased to welcome you all in this 
webinar in conjunction with the celebration of the International Day of Forests 2022, with the theme 
“Forests and Sustainable Production and Consumption”.  

2. It is of great honor to be in this webinar as your keynote speaker. I hope that I can raise the 
excitement in you and encourage everyone towards the attainment of this webinar’s objectives as we 
strengthen our country’s forestry sector towards sustainability.  

3. As I review the participants of this webinar, I am delighted to see the positive responses from private 
sectors, government institutions, as well as international partners be part of this webinar. I believe that 
this webinar would be a very good venue for information exchange, discussions of best practices, 
presentation of expert’s views, and will provide current updates in the field of forestry with relation to 
sustainable production and consumption of the forest.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

4. The theme for this year’s International Day of Forests is very timely as we face the challenge of 
economic sustainability while maintaining the integrity of our forest resources. We understand that 
the regional and global economies are currently gearing up to restore the economic losses that we 
experienced during the pandemic. Thus, it is very significant for us to be reminded of being sustainable 
as we move forward to the new normal.  
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5. The theme is also related to the Ministry’s strategic planning of increasing the output of the primary 
resources sectors, such as the forestry sector in increasing its contribution to the country’s GDP growth 
and economic diversification.  

6. The theme is also aligned with the third goal of Wawasan Brunei 2035 – “a dynamic and sustainable 
economy” as we pursue for the economic growth of the country.  

7. Forests offer a vast array of products that many of us use on a daily basis. We understand that forests 
have great economic potentials and can significantly contribute in our economic diversification 
initiatives, through the production of timber and non-timber forest products including non-extractive 
activities such as ecological tourism.  

8. However, on environmental perspective, Forests are critical habitats for biodiversity and are 
essential for life on earth. It provides a wide range of ecosystem services including supporting climate 
regulation, food production, water supply and air purification, important to human well- being and 
survival, and provide opportunities for recreation, education, and cultural enrichment.  

9. Hence, Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) is our key for a healthy forests and healthy societies. 
It is important for us in the government sector, to put in place the proper control and monitoring tools 
to avoid over exploitation and identify the balance between efficient utilization and environmental 
conservation to meet the needs of our current and future generations.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

10. Unsustainable production and consumption is a common thread that runs through the three 
planetary crises: the climate crisis, the biodiversity and nature crisis, and the pollution and waste crisis. 
Relentless extraction of resources from the Earth will give a devastating impact on the natural world, 
propelling climate change, destroying nature, and raising pollution levels.  

11. To address this, the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development, which has been adopted by all 
United Nations Member States in 2015, has included a Goal (SDG 12) specifically on “Responsible 
Consumption and Production”. The Goal consists of several targets and indicators ranging from tracking 
policies and compliance with international standards; raising awareness and education; to measuring 
material use, recycling, waste management and clean energy.  

12. Another SDG Goal which is also relevant to today’s webinar theme is SDG 15: “Life on Land”. This 
Goal emphasizes the importance to protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation 
and halt biodiversity loss.  
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13. Actions toward achieving the targets for each of these Goals are important and become part of the 
solution in addressing the declining trend of the world’s forest areas.  

14. As we understand, it has been reported on the 2020 Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) that 
the world’s forest area continues to decrease, despite our understanding on the importance of forests 
and how dependable we are on them. The world has lost over 178 million hectares of forest since 1990 
and for the year 2010 to 2020, there was a net loss of about 4.7 million ha per year.  

15. However, it was also highlighted in the same report that Asia has the highest net gain of forest area 
in 2010-2020 of about 1.2 million hectares per year. This positive development can be attributed to the 
increase in protected areas, afforestation initiatives, the natural expansion of forests and most 
importantly, improvement of the forest management practices in the region.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

16. At national level, Brunei Darussalam still manage to maintain a high forest cover of about 72% of 
its total land area, which is attributed to our strong conservation and protection efforts to our forests 
as well as our planting initiatives.  

17. We understand that forest is an important element that can directly contribute to the country’s 
initiative on economic diversification and GDP growth. Hence, the Ministry of Primary Resources and 
Tourism through Forestry Department is committed in the implementation of Sustainable Forest 
Management (SFM) to ensure continuous resources for timber industry of the country and for the 
benefits of our future generations.  

18. In view of our limited production forest area, striving to support the national economic 
diversification through incremental increase in GDP contribution is a major challenge in the forestry 
sector. There is a need to revisit our logging and sawmilling industries and encourage companies to 
increase their production efficiencies and promote timber product diversification. As such, there is a 
need to upgrade our processes and investments in the use of advanced machineries and technologies. 
Likewise, the development of our human resources and the employment of skilled workers should be 
of parallel initiatives.  

19. Meanwhile, the Government shall ensure the continuous supply of timber for the country, through 
the establishment of tree plantations and enrichment planting of logged-over forests.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

20. Planting trees has always been a popular initiative across the globe. Apart from supporting the 
forestry industry, it is also an important component in carbon sequestration and mitigating climate 
change.  
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21. At national level, the Government has launched Brunei Darussalam's National Climate Change 
Policy (BNCCP) in 2020 where the Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism became a lead agency 
for Strategy 2: Forest Cover. This strategy seeks to increase Brunei Darussalam’s carbon sink through 
afforestation and reforestation programme with a target of planting 500,000 new trees by 2035.  

22. As a good practice, any action that lead to removal of trees or forest clearance whether it is due to 
logging industry, construction of infrastructures such as road and housing, or to make space for 
agriculture, and other purposes, must be followed by planting trees to replace the trees that have been 
cut.  

23. Under the Green Protocol which was launched last year in supporting the implementation of 
BNCCP, any developmental projects that involves site clearing must follow the “Remove 1: Plant 1” 
guideline where for each removal of tree must be replanted with one new tree.  

24. The Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism through Forestry Department continuously 
engaged other government agencies, private sectors and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in 
conducting tree planting programme every year. With our collaborative effort, a total of 53,598 trees 
have been planted since the launching of the BNCCP.  

25. Thus, through the implementation of this policy it will help in maintaining the large national forest 
cover that we have currently which can be evidenced through satellite image.  

26. Last but not least, as part of further strengthening our biodiversity management, I am glad to share 
our ongoing coordination with the Attorney General’s Chambers in finalizing the proposed Biodiversity 
Order. Once considered, the Order will facilitate the implementation of biodiversity conservation and 
management in the country. The proposed Order emphasizes on the importance of biodiversity 
conservation, bio-prospecting as well as access and benefit sharing that will help Brunei Darussalam to 
sustainably manage its biological resources.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

27. To conclude my keynote address, I wish everyone a successful and fruitful webinar. I hope that the 
new normal of having webinar instead of physical and face to face interaction will not hinder us from 
sharing knowledges, experiences, best practices, and learning from each other.  

28. With the kalimah 'Bismillah Hir Rahman Nir Rahim' and peace and blessings be upon our Prophet 
Muhammad Sallallahualaihi Wassalam, I am pleased to officially open the webinar in conjuction with 
International Day of Forest 2022 on “Forests and Sustainable Production and Consumption”.  

Thank you. Wabillahit Taufiq Walhidayah, Wassalamualaikum Warahmatulahi Wabarakatuh.  
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PRESENTATION BY SPEAKERS 
 
1. THE SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT IN BRUNEI 

DARUSSALAM (summary) 
 

MR. RENI HAJI YAHYA 
Acting Deputy Director of Forestry Department, Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism 

 
Mr. Reni Haji Yahya has presented on the insights into Brunei Darussalam’s current 
implementation of Sustainable Forest Management. Mr. Reni explained on the various productive 
changes in the Brunei Sustainable Forest Management where it is based on 3 pillars, namely: 
Social, Economic and Environment (Biodiversity Conservation) and this is evident from the 
statement in our National Forest Policy 1989 -  “The Government of Brunei Darussalam, commits 
itself to conserve, develop and manage its forest resources for the promotion and upliftment of 
the quality of life; the promotion on social, economic and political well-being of the people and for 
bringing about environmental amenity and ecological equilibrium over time continuum”. 
 
Mr. Reni then further described on the functional classification of forest reserves in Brunei 
Darussalam whereby 41% of forests are protected under forest reserves and Brunei Darussalam is 
targetting to increase this to 55%. Sustainable Forest Management is important in Brunei 
Darussalam as it is in accordance to Brunei Philosophy: Malay Islamic Monarchy, it is important in 
achieving Brunei Vision 2035, to attain the UN Sustainable Development Goal Agenda 2030 and 
the Net Zero Carbon by 2050 under the Paris Agreement 2016. Mr. Reni has also underlined on 
the importance of implementing the existing Forest Act, other relevant national legislations and 
the importance of Sub-Regional, Regional and International Involvement to ensure that our forests 
are managed sustainably. Mr. Reni further detailed on the logging scenario in Brunei Darussalam 
via the Brunei Selection Felling System (BSFS) and the important roles of the forest rangers as law 
enforcements as well as the important regional collaborative effort and coordination in land-use 
decision making to ensure that local extractions of timber and developmental projects are being 
conducted sustainably.  
 
He concluded that Sustainable Forest Management is vital In supporting economic, environment 
and social well-being of people in which new investment on technology for timber industry and 
improvement of forest governance are imperative to ensure Brunei maintains its image as the 
‘Green Jewel’. 
 

(see Appendix 2 for speaker’s slides presentation) 
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2. DEVELOPING AND STRENGTHENING SKILLS IN FOREST AND 
TIMBER INDUSTRY (summary) 

 

DR. MOHD NOR ZAMRI BIN MAT AMIN 
Director of Malaysian Timber industry Board 

 
Dr. Zamri has presented on the potential of forest and timber industry sector in providing a huge 
range of economic and social benefits. With its contribution to global sustainability, the forest and 
timber industry play a significant role in the economy and communities. Not only that, the sector 
provides jobs, generates trade, income and investment. It also provides environmental benefits, 
such as climate regulation, recreational activities and maintaining biodiversity of native fauna and 
flora. However, the pressure on forests are increasing over the longer term due to population 
growth, social, economic and environmental development and land use constraints at global and 
national levels. Global trends are driving changes that call for a more skilled and diverse workforce 
to meet the opportunities and challenges associated with sustainable development. Therefore, 
developing and strengthening the skills is crucial to achieving sustainable development goals 
particularly in forest and timber industry. This further emphasize on the need to analyze the skills 
training for long-term sustainability and production.  
To stay ahead of industry’s needs and demands, industry requires a workforce prepared for 
efficiency, flexibility and equipped with both high order and broad-based skills across decision 
making, technical, communication areas etc. The priorities for skills development of workforce are 
as follows:  

• Strategic skills.  
• Operations and management skills.  
• Technical skills.  
• Digital skills.  
• Research and development skills.  

 
However, there are issues and challenges face in human capital development such as perception 
factors, shortage of skilled workers in specific area, mismatch skills, technological competence, 
qualification:wages imbalance, productivity, foreign workers dominance and training culture. He 
then concluded on the importance of strengthening human capital development for the future 
development of forest and timber industry sector and the need for greater capacity building efforts 
in order to produce more skilled workforce and professionals. 
 

(see Appendix 3 for speaker’s slides presentation) 
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3. SUSTAINABLE TIMBER INDUSTRY IN BRUNEI DARUSSALAM : 
PRIVATE SECTOR PERSPECTIVE (summary) 

 

MR. ABDUL RAHMAN CHUCHU 
Chief Executive Officer of Pembalakan Masrimba Sdn. Bhd. 
 
Mr. Rahman started his presentation with a background on the Brunei Darussalam’s Forest areas. 
He explained that Brunei Darussalam has a total land area of approximately 5,765 sq/km in which 
despite the limited size of forest areas, Brunei Darussalam has the highest percentage of forest 
cover amongst the ASEAN member countries.He further iterates that due to the government 
prudent conservation policy, the country is able to manage the forest resources sustainably and 
able to provide its importance function as Protection, Conservation, Production, Recreation and 
Resource Areas from its unique biodiversity. He then proceeded with describing on the types of 
forests in Brunei Darussalam and history of logging activities in the different forest types, namely 
Mangrove Forests, Mixed Dipterocarp Forests and Peat Fwamp Forests.  
The earlier logging activities were carried out in the Peat Swamp Forest areas using kuda-kuda 
harvesting system which was very labour intensive and it is already paved away. However, logging 
activities in Peat Swamp Forests was closed in 2017 due to the new Forest Policy implemented in 
order to preserve Brunei Darussalam’s pristine peat swamp forests and its biodiversity.  As 
technology in machineries are available, logging activities are now concentrated in the Mixed 
Dipterocarp Forests. Mr. Rahman then explained that currently there are 16 operating sawmill in 
the country – 3 in Temburong District, 5 in Tutong District and 8 in Kuala Belait District, whereby 
in order to sustain the development of timber industries in the country, the government has 
initiated rationalization policy to all sawmilling companies to improve and make the industries 
more productive. 

 
He then raised on the challenges faced in the timber industries whereby the current allocated 
Inter-Riverine Zone (IRZ) logging areas will be exhausted in 10 years’ time hence there might be a 
need in opening other primary forests area for logging such as Anduki Forest, Ladan Hills and Labi 
Hills Forests. However, this is dependent on the availability allowable cut size timbers of the 
residual stands after logging. He also mentioned on the need for the Forestry Department to 
ensure that timber supplementation via plantation is adequate to supply for future logging 
activities as plantations can take at least 60 years to reach maturity and this may call for a need to 
research on fast-growing species that can accommodate future timber needs. Thus, this calls for 
more investigation and data analysis. He also raised on the concern of the low availability of local 
youths in the timber industry for the private sectors as the harsh and high-risk working conditions 
of the industry hindered youths from entering the timber industry. 
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He then concluded that there is a need on continuous efforts to further develop the downstream 
forest industries. It is very challenging, as new timber industries are now more competitive and 
depend on the available resources to make it sustainable. Venturing into new areas of activities, 
need further study in evaluation. However, the main thrust is to ensure that there is a need to 
balance between environment and economic considerations. 
 

 
(see Appendix 4 for speaker’s slides presentation) 
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4. OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES OF SMALL AND MEDIUM 
WOOD-BASED INDUSTRIES IN BRUNEI DARUSSALAM (summary) 

 

MR. CHAN HOCK LAY 
Managing Director of TS Wood Sdn. Bhd. 
 
Mr. Chan started his presentation with forest status analogy between Brunei and Finland whereby 
with the same percentage cover between the two countries, Brunei has the potential to generate 
around BND$280 million revenue from added value forest resources. He then explained on the 
opportunities that can be generated from developing small and medium-based industries mainly 
in Meranti Home Cabinet Manufacturing since Meranti is a niche in the market for its unique 
stability, durability and looks. He then emphasized on the opportunities for Brunei Darussalam to 
tap into the huge global cabinet market opportunity mainly for premium tropical sawn timber, to 
make incentives to potential investors to attract them, and the personal income tax free is golden 
for attracting high skilled personnel due to the competitive take home pay.  
 
However, with opportunities, comes with challenges. There are challenges that are faced in trying 
to develop small and medium wood-based in Brunei such as the high capital entry for wood-based 
intensive machineries and its building complex, whereby to build one, we will need to do the 
following: 

• Concreting industrial floow; 
• Construction of workshop; 
• Worker’s housing facilities; 
• Loading bay; 
• Offices etc 

There are also challenges on terms of personnel high level of skills requirement for suitable 
machines to produce a high-end product specification, low level of industrial support services in 
terms of mechanical and electrical services, application of automated machinery to save labor has 
2-3 times higher costs than the base machine itself and the growing global trend of the need on 
Forest Certification of products for Sustainable Forest Management Systems. 
 
He then concluded that Brunei Darussalam is equipped with the needed raw materials to meet the 
high global demand and the subsequent huge earning potential. With well-established designs and 
marketing as well as well-managed human resources with high skill levels, this is an area of 
opportunity that needs to be further researched. 

 
(see Appendix 5 for speaker’s slides presentation) 
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5. PROMOTING AND ADAPTING FOREST CERTIFICATION AS A WAY 
FORWARD FOR SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION AND 
CONSUMPTION OF FOREST IN BRUNEI DARUSSALAM (summary) 

 
MR. SUPUN NIGAMUNI 
General Manager, Control Union Certification Body 
 
Mr. Supun has explained that Forest Certification can be a voluntary or obligatory process in 
which an independent third party (“certifier”) will assess the quality of forest management and 
production against a set of requirements. For instance, Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) sets the 
standards for responsible management of natural and plantation forestry and hence the 
certification helps to verify that forest managers are in compliance with these standards.  
 
He then described on the different global leaders in Forest Product Ceritfication as third-party 
assurance against ESG performance for all industry related assurance ranging from timber, non-
timber, packaging, biomass, tourism, carbon and other exosystem services. The need for forest 
certification emerged due to the rapid tropical deforestation in the 1980s and 1990s. Thus, forest 
certification allows consumers to be aware of the origins and processes of the products they buy.  
 
He then explained on CE/UKCA-Marking in products in which by affixing these to a product, a 
manufacturer declares that the product meets all the legal requirements for CE marking and thus 
can be sold throughout the European Economic Area (EEA). CE Marking indicates that the 
product has been assessed by the manufacturer to meet EU safety, health and environmental 
protection requirements based on the applicable harmonized technical specification. There has 
been increasing trends and opportunities in Forest Certification and Brunei Darussalam has the 
potential in entering this trend in order to enhance the country’s timber industry market. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
(see Appendix 6 for speaker’s slides presentation) 
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6. FORESTS – CARBON ASSET FOR SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY IN 
FACING CLIMATE CHANGE (summary) 

 
DR. ELIZABETH PHILIP 
Head of Climate Change and Forestry Program, Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) 
 
Dr. Elizabeth presented on the current climate emergency faced globally that calls for a scale-up 
in mitigation and adaptation actions to meet the Paris Agreement goal that whereby forests 
plays a key role in ensuring its success. This is reflected by the mentioning of forests in countries 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), where 124 countries mentioned on the role of 
forest as mitigation and 114 countries mentioned forest under their adaptation plan. 
 
Forests provide important environmental services such as carbon sinks, habitat for biodiversity 
conservation, resilience against disasters and sustaining livelihood of people. Forests can offer 
30% of our global climate change solution but only 3% of green finance is spent on it as part of 
the Nature-Based Solutions (NBs). Dr. Elizabeth further explained on the different actions to be 
taken under different forests condition – intact forest, fragmented forest and degraded forest by 
safeguarding, maintaining and restoring them. She then detailed on the cost effectiveness from 
mitigation activities such as reduced deforestation and degradation, Improved Forest 
Management (IMF) and agroforestry and via afforestation and reforestation efforts. 
 
Dr. Elizabeth further iterates on the potential of Brunei Darussalam to monetize the existing 
ecosystem services offered from Brunei’s functional forests category mainly from conservation 
forest, protection forests and national parks via carbon pricing mechanism. Carbon pricing can be 
done either via imposing carbon tax or through voluntary carbon market. Dr. Elizabeth then 
concluded by suggesting that Brunei Darussalam should look into carbon pricing as a new 
economic mechanism in order to stimulate the development of new, greener, more efficient and 
low-carbon technologies as well as to meet Brunei Darussalam’s Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs). 
 

 
 
 

(see Appendix 7 for speaker’s slides presentation) 
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CLOSING REMARKS 
 
MR. JOFFRE BIN HAJI ALI AHMAD 
Assistant Director of Forestry Department, Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism  

Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh  

1. First of all, let us give our thanks to almighty God, who has allowed us to reach the end of this 
important one-day webinar on the occasion of the International Day of  Forest today. My deepest 
gratitude goes to all who attended the webinar and helped to make it such a successful event. 

Respected speakers and webinar participants,  

2. I wish to take this opportunity to underline the Permanent Secretary, Puan Hajah Tutiaty binti 
Haji Abdul Wahab statement in her keynote address this morning – that it is significant for us to be 
reminded of being sustainable as we move forward to the new normal and in our effort to restore our 
economic losses from the pandemic. Therefore, the Sustainable Forest Management concept is 
important to put in place the proper control and monitoring tools to avoid over exploitation and 
identify the balance between efficient utilization and environmental conservation to meet the needs 
of our current and future generations, which is in line with the country’s commitment towards the 
Sustainable Development Goal 15: to protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation 
and halt biodiversity loss. 

3. In this closing session, please allow me to recap the fruitful discussions we had with our 
speakers today. We have heard from the distinguished speakers about the current implementation of 
sustainable forest management by the Forestry Department and the perspective from a private sector, 
the importance of developing and strengthening the skills in timber industry, opportunities and 
challenges in development of small medium wood based industries in Brunei Darussalam, adoption of 
forest certification, and the importance of sustainable forest management in Brunei Darussalam in 
facing climate change. 

4. Firstly, the Forestry Department of Brunei Darussalam has been implementing sustainable 
forestry management practices ever since the advent of semi-mechanized logging in the Mixed 
Dipterocarp Forests and Peat swamp forests, in which relevant forest policies, rationalization policy 
and law enforcement are ensured to be in place and complied by all 16 sawmills and timber harvesting 
operators that are currently operating in the country. At the same time, all timber harvesting 
operations and its consumption are optimized and has been adapted to accommodate the allowable 
timber production under the sustainable forest management policy in order to control and coordinate 
the timber harvesting and forest rehabilitation activities. This allows the country to provide its 
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important function as Protection, Conservation, Production, Recreation and Resource Areas for its 
unique biodiversity.  

5. Secondly, our speaker has highlighted on the possibility of Brunei Darussalam venturing into 
global market demands in tropical timber that can worth up to billions of US Dollars via the small and 
medium wood-based industries development given that Brunei has good supply of tropical saw timber. 
However, the high capital needed to bring in machineries and skilled technical workers is a great 
challenge that must be tackled first in Brunei Darussalam. The increasing pressure on forests over the 
longer term due to the increasing population further reiterates the importance of a more skilled and 
diverse workforce to meet the opportunities and challenges associated with sustainable development. 
Amongst the prioritized skills development needed includes: Strategic skills, operations and 
management skills, technical skills, digital skills and finally research and development skills. 

Respected conference participants,  

6. With the trending world demand for certified timber products, Brunei Darussalam is no 
exception from this pressure. Brunei Darussalam has been looking into forest certification for our 
products as Brunei Darussalam recognizes its importance in its necessity to give public reassurance that 
timber products originating from our forests are managed in a responsible and sustainable way. This is 
also to ensure the long-term viability of our forests and their economic potential are achieved and to 
reduce any negative social and environmental threats from any unsustainable consumptions. This is 
particularly imperative as unsustainable consumptions may further threaten our changing climate since 
forests are important carbon sinks that can hugely contribute to limiting global warming to well below 
2° C. For developing countries like Brunei, development and conservation are fine balance that needs 
to maintained. This means that a paradigm shift in our policies, actions and finance are needed in order 
to make a transformational move towards a low carbon pathway.  
 
7. To end, with the increasingly challenging and competitive timber industries, continuous effort 
is needed to ensure the sustainability of available resources whilst ensuring that a balance between 
environment and economic considerations is achieved for the prosperity and harmony of our society 
as well as to achieve our Wawasan 2035. This can only be achieved if all relevant stakeholders, forestry 
related institutions both locally and internationally, and enforcement agencies work together as a 
Whole of Nation and Whole of Society approach. 

Thank you very much for your kind attention.  

Wabillahi Taufiq Walhidayah, Wassalamualaikum Warahmatulahi Wabarakatuh.  
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APPENDIX 1: WEBINAR PROGRAMME 
  

WEBINAR PROGRAMME 

8.00 – 8.35 AM Zoom Check-In 

8.35 AM Recital of Surah Al-Fatihah and Doa Selamat 
 

Welcoming Remarks 
Noralinda Haji Ibrahim 
Director of Forestry, 
Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism   
Keynote Address 
Tutiaty Abdul Wahab 
Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism  

8.55 AM Introduction by Moderator 

9.00 AM (1) The Sustainable Forest Management In Brunei 
Darussalam 
Mr. Reni Haji Yahya 
Acting Deputy Director of Forestry 
Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism 

9.15 AM (2) Developing and Strengthening the Skills In Forest and 
Timber Industry 
Dr. Mohd Nor Zamri Mat Amin 
Director of Industry Development 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB)  

9.30 AM Break – ‘Tree Planting’ video  

9.40 AM (3) Sustainable Timber Industry in Brunei - Private Sector 
Perspective 
Mr. Haji Abd. Rahman Haji Chuchu 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Syarikat Pembalakan Masrimba Sdn Bhd 
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9.55 AM (4) Opportunities and Challenges: Development of Small and 
Medium Wood-based Industry in Brunei Darussalam 
Mr. Chan Hock Lay 
General Manager of TS Wood Sdn. Bhd. 

10.10 AM (5) Promoting and Adapting Forest Certification as a Way 
Forward for Sustainable Production and Consumption of 
Forest in Brunei Darussalam 
Mr. Supun Nigamuni 
General Manager 
Control Union – Certification Body .  

10.25 AM (6) Forests - Carbon Asset For Sustainable Economy In 
Facing Climate Change 
Dr. Elizabeth Philip 
Head of Climate Change and Forestry Program 
Forest Research Institute of Malaysia  

10.40 AM Question and Answer Session 

10.55 AM Closing Remarks 
Yang Mulia Joffree bin Haji Ali Ahmad 
Assistant Director of Forestry, Ministry of Primary Resources and 
Tourism 

11.00 AM End of Webinar 
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APPENDIX 2: WEBINAR POWERPOINT SLIDES (RENI HAJI YAHYA) 
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Brief History of Forest Management (1)
• Forestry Department was officially formed 

and established in March, 1933.  This was 
followed with the enactment of the Forest 
Act in 1934, Chapter 46, of the Laws of 
Brunei.

• In the early years of operations, the Forestry 
Department was more concentrated on 
monitoring forestry produce from Mixed 
Dipterocarp Forest (MDF), Peat Swamp 
Forest (PSF) and Mangrove Forest to ensure 
collection of revenues. 

• Shelterwood Compartment System was 
implemented in Anduki Forest Reserve from 
1930s to late 1950s with the aim of 
maintaining pure stands of Kapur Paya.

The first Forestry Headquarters in Kuala Belait

Flowers of 
Kapur Paya
(Dryobalanops
rappa)
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APPENDIX 3: WEBINAR POWERPOINT SLIDES (DR. MOHD NOR ZAMRI MAT AMIN) 
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APPENDIX 4: WEBINAR POWERPOINT SLIDES (MR. ABDUL RAHMAN CHUCHU) 
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APPENDIX 5: WEBINAR POWERPOINT SLIDES (MR. CHAN HOCK LAY) 
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APPENDIX 6: WEBINAR POWERPOINT SLIDES (MR. SUPUN NIGAMUNI) 
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APPENDIX 7: WEBINAR POWERPOINT SLIDES (DR. ELIZABETH PHILIP) 
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